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RULES ANDREGULATIONS GOVERNING
SS PETER & PAUL RUSSIAN ORTHODOX GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH CEMETERY

127WESTMINSTER PLACE, SADDLEBROOK, NJ 07663
Church Office: 200 Third St., Passaic, NJ07055

Phone: 973-778-0826

I. These rules and regulations of SS Peter & Paul Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic
Church Cemetery have been updated and adopted by the Trustees and become effective on

. the I" of January 2012.

II. Plot Purchases

A. Purchasers of plots must be of the Eastern Orthodox faith.
B. Persons wishing to purchase a plot should go to the church office during office

hours.
C. The secretary or pastor will make proper arrangements for the selection of a site.
D. A Deed (Certificate) with the owner's name will be issued when full payment is

made. This deed must be presented when an application for interment is made.
1. Purchaser of plots are entitled to the perpetual ownership of the same for the sole

purpose of interment and the perpetual repose of their dead.
2. This right and the exercise are subject to the rules and regulation of the Cemetery.
3. Also, in case of dispute as to the right of ownership, the decision of the Cemetery

Committee must be taken as.final.
4. Time payment on plots are limited to one year. If not paid within the specified

time, the purchaser shall forfeit all rights of ownership with no return of any payment. No
interments will be permitted until full payment is made.

5. If the certificate of a plot is lost, the owner must complete an affidavit at the
church office, where a duplicate will be issued at the scheduled fee.

6. Owner shall not allow interments to be made in their plots for any remuneration.
E. Transfer of lots

1. Sale of any grave is not permitted by plot owner. The plot must be sold back to
the church at purchaser's original cost.

2. Should the owner of such a grave or lot become the purchaser of a higher priced
lot in this cemetery, the original price of the vacated lot will be allowed in part payment of the new
lot or lots (at current price) on presentation of receipts for original amount paid for such lot.
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III. Interments

A. Permitted burials of persons who are non-parishioner, and non-Orthodox shall be
under the direct jurisdiction of an Orthodox priest.

B. The cemetery will be open for interments from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
C. However, interments after 3 :00 p.m. (Monday thru Friday) and after 11:30 a.m.

(Saturdays) will incur an overtime charge as specified in listing of fees.
D. It is expected that a reputable funeral home of ones choice will handle the funeral

arrangements. They will provide the Church with the necessary paperwork, burial permits, deeds,
death certificate, etc. No interments will be permitted without proper permits.

E. All fees must be paid which are established by the church.
F. A minimum notice is required of 48 hours between the time the order is received and

the service is scheduled.
G. All property costs must be paid in full prior to interment.
H. Concrete vaults are required for all burials.
1. Flowers will be removed and discarded beyond 3 days after interment service.

IV. Disinterment Requirements

A. Permits and Procedures
1. No removal of bodies will be permitted from April 1 through October 1 (unless

by court order).
2. Orders for removals must be given to the church at least 7 days before the removal

is to made.
3. A licensed funeral director must obtain a disinterment permit from the Borough of

Saddle Brook Board of Health.
4. The next of kin and the lot owner with Deed must present an affidavit authorizing

the disinterment and. releasing the cemetery from all liability. This also applies to raising and
deepening.

5. Funeral directors must supply a suitable container (except when remains are in a
concrete vault) in the event of deterioration of casket for remains.

6. For non-titled disinterment, proper authorization and disinterment permits must
be obtained and all affected burials in the same grave and suitable containers must be supplied for
each disinterment.

7. All disinterment costs are paid by person requesting removal.
8. Consent of Pastor and Cemetery Committee must be obtained in order to remove

body or bodies from cemetery.
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v. General Rules and Regulations

A. Obeyence and Review
1. All groups and individuals, no matter what title, seniority, or position must obey

all rules and regulations with no exceptions.
2. All rules and regulations will be reviewed annually by the cemetery committee.
3. The cemetery committee reserves the right to make rules and regulations for the

governing and care of the cemetery property as they deem necessary and prudent at any time.
4. Visitors and each and every one of us are reminded that the cemetery grounds are

sacredly devoted to the interments of our loved ones and that a strict observance of decorum
(manner and conduct) which should characterize such a place will be required at all times.

B. Visiting Hours and Rules
1. Visiting hours May 1 thru October 31 - 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.

Visiting hours November 1 thru April 30 - 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
2. No trespassing is permitted through the cemetery grounds and all minors must be

accompanied by an adult.
3. No vehicle or truck etc. can be driven through the cemetery property at a rate

above 10 MPH.
4. No animals of any kind, bicycles, roller blades, sleds, skis, or snowmobiles are

permitted.
5. No benches, eating of food (except for working people), partying or playing of

music or musical instruments (except for military honors).
6. No liquor or alcoholic drinks will be allowed.

C. Planting and Maintenance of graves and plots
1. Flowers that are in season may be planted on plots. They must be kept neat and

clean. Cut flowers can be placed in non-breakable type vases only. Flower beds may not extend
past the monument base and cannot exceed 12 inches in depth.

2. Burial plots with no monuments may have flowers not to exceed width of plot and
12 inches in depth at the head of the plot.

3. No planted roses, vines, or any type of bush, plant, shrubs, trees or ground cover
other than grass or sod is allowed. The Cemetery Committee has the right to remove these planted
bushes.

4 .. The Cemetery Committee does not advise you to plant sod because all graves are
dug by machines. These cause tire marks and may damage sod grass.

5. No artifical flowers are allowed.
6. Either a Christmas grave cover or small pillow is permitted from December 1

through March 1, after which all decorations must be removed and placed in dumpster by plot
owner.

7. No type of fencing, roping, hedges, borders, wood chips, gravel, stone, bricks,
glass block borders, or decorative stones are allowed around monuments or plots.

8. No mounds; pictures (other than on monuments), ornamental decorations, toys,
either loose, in boxes or hung on frames are permitted. No wooden, medal, plastic, tile,
composition, wire or glass headstones, markers or additions are permitted. Masonic or non
Orthodox religious symbols may not be erected.
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v. General Rules and Regulations (continued)

9. Anything placed on or above any grave, lot or plot which is not in conformity
with the rules and regulations, that over period oftime becomes unsightly or objectionable will be
removed and disposed of in the dumpster.

10. Grass in the entire cemetery will be cut by cemetery landscapers. Those who
additionally wish to maintain their own plots must pick up and dispose of grass clippings.

11. Persons watering are expected to use good judgement and not waste water or
prevent others from using water.

D. Cemetery Responsibility:
1.·Maintenance of roadside curbs.
2. Painting and repairs of fencing.
3. Planting of trees, flowers, etc.
4. Keeping garage, tools, and equipment in working condition.
5. Supply water and taking care of piping and maintenance.
6. Supply top soil for the grave covering.
7. Taking care of grass cutting and necessary maintenance through cemetery
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committee.
E. The cemetery is not responsible for:

1. Loss or damage of any flowers, sod, vases, damage due to theft, vandalism, Acts
of God or routine cemetery upkeep and care.

2. Damage to monuments, headstones, footstones due to chipping, vandalism or
Acts of God. Monuments are owned by, put up by and maintained by plot owners.

F. It is of the utmost importance that there should be strict observance of all properties
within the cemetery, No impropriety will be tolerated. All persons will confer a favor by informing
cemetery committee through the church office of an~ breach of these rules.
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VI Vaults and Marker Guidelines

A. Erection of Monuments, Etc.
1. The cemetery reserves the right to build all foundations in the cemetery.
2. Each and every headstone, monument and marker must have a cross (symbol of

our redemption); either sculptured, cut or engraved thereon.
3. No headstones or monuments or markers will be permitted to be erected on any

grave or plot that has not been paid in full and deed given to rightful owner.
B. Plan for Vaults or Monuments

1. Plans for all monuments, headstones and markers must be presented to the
Church office. No work shall begin until approval is obtained. .

2. Tradesmen are not allowed to perform any work in cemetery unless registered and
approved by Church office.

3. The construction of vaults, erection of monuments, and headstone and control of
men employed thereat shall be under the direction of cemetery committee, who shall have the
power to suspend work immediately whenever there is a failure to conform to rules and regulations.

4. All monuments, headstones must be made of select Barre Granite or Marble only.
5. No monuments or headstones are to be erected without a solid foundation of

cement the full size of the base stone in length and width.
6. No monument may exceed four feet in height nor be wider than size of plot. A

dimensional sketch of the monument or footstone is required to be sent to the cemetery committee
for approval.

7. Building of foundations is to done between April 15 through November 1st.

C. Labeling & Altering
1. Names are permitted on face of monuments only, however, on front and back

plots both sides may be inscribed.
2. No enclosures of any kind will be permitted.
3. No addition of any kind, made of wood, cement, tile, composition, metal, glass,

wire, plastic, or non- Orthodox religious symbols, etc. can be added to or put on any Barre Granite
or Marble monument, headstone or footstone in any shape or form. Any infraction of this rule must
be corrected and eliminated by deed owner. If not, cemetery committee will be forced to correct
violation and deed owner will be billed for removal costs.

4. No comer posts outlining plot made of cement, metal or wood are permitted.
D. Condition of Monuments

1. Where any vault, monument, or headstone is in danger of falling or causing
injury, it will be taken down and repaired by cemetery committee, and the expense of said repair
will be paid for by the plot owner before any interment can be made in the plot or grave.

2. No person employed by the cemetery committee shall be interested directly or
indirectly in any contract or agreement for the erection of vaults, monuments or headstones; or in
any work whatsoever not directly paid for by the church, nor shall any employee, solicit or permit
others to solicit, such work in or about the cemetery. Any employee found guilty of breaking these
rules will be dismissed.
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VI. Vaults and Marker Guidelines (continued)

E. Workers and Disposal of Rubbish
1. All rubbish made by contractors or their employees must be removed by them.
2. Workmen must suspend their labors when in the vicinity of interments until

conclusion of religious services.
3. Planks or plywood must be used to protect grass and sod in all cases where earth,

stone or other equipment and machinery is used. The utmost care must be taken to prevent and
limit damage, if at all possible.

VII Financial Issues

A. The cemetery committee shall be responsible for all fmancial aspects of the cemetery
operation except as specifically stated in the Church by-laws as it pertains to disposition of
property.

B. Adoption of prices and any addition or change thereto shall be presented by the
cemetery committee to the church trustees for review and ratification.

C. Prices will be based on review of operating expense and overhead, capital
improvement, general comparative cemetery costs and targeted profit expectation.

D. The cemetery committee shall establish annual maintenance costs which shall be
approved by the church council. It is recommended that the approval take place late in the year so it
will be included in the budget and reflect updated prices in mailing to plot owners.

E. The cemetery committee shall recommend, with the approval of the church council,
any assessment to all plot owners. Non-payment of such assessment shall result in the forfeiture of
any right to use plot. .

F. The committee shall present the cemetery portion of the annual budget in accordance
with the necessary timetable for review and proper discussion and ratification.

VIII Perpetual Care

A. A perpetual care account will be established for one-time payment covering
maintenance costs.

B. The perpetual care account will be a segregated bank account, set up for the sole
purpose of receiving deposits, and investing the funds for growth.

C. Interest from the account will be available to the cemetery fund for regular
maintenance and general expenses.
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VIII Perpetual Care (continued)

D. Any use of principal of the account shall be only for capital improvements and such
expenses shall be approved at the annual parish meeting. Such potential expenditures shall not
exceed 2% of the principal in the fund.

E. The cemetery committee or any designated subcommittee shall have the authority to
direct investments, with at least semi-annual detailed reports to the church council regarding the
principal amount, investment results and location of the investments. The information shall also be
part of annual meeting financial information.

F. The cost of the perpetual care shall be established by the cemetery committee based
on approval of the church council. Periodic adjustments to the cost of perpetual care shall be
similarly approved and not be retroactive.

G. Payment for perpetual care shall be as follows:
1. Pre-need - full payment paid within a year without interest, minimum (50%)

initially required.
2. Immediate need - payment in full.
Note: Any pre-need purchase initiated over time must have payment rendered in full

at time of burial.

IX. Price References

A. The current schedule of prices are attached to these by-laws as an addendum to the
rules and regulations and effective with the dating of ratification of by-law update.

B. Price changes will be made from time to time (recommended annually).
C. The current prices will be available at all times in the church office.

X. Changes and Amendments to By-laws

A. The cemetery by-laws of the Church shall be reviewed annually by the cemetery
committee and/or any subcommittee which may be established for such purpose. ,

B. Recommended changes/deletions/additions to the by-laws shall be presented to the
Board of Trustees for their review, and acted upon at a subsequent trustees meeting.

C. Major changes in the by-laws shall be discussed and ratified before year-end so that
they may become effective on January 1.

D. A set of these updated by-laws shall be mailed to parishioners/plot owners. Any
subsequent changes will be mailed subsequent to such changes becoming effective.

E. Updated prices shall also be mailed to each parishioner.
F. Parishioners who wish to offer comments are encouraged to forward them in writing

to the cemetery committee.
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